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Windows 8 was officially released yesterday and it’s now time to decide whether you want to upgrade or not. If you have decided to upgrade a Windows XP, Windows Vista or Windows 7 machine to Windows 8, you probably want to make sure your system can support Windows 8 before you buy the upgrade. To check if your PC is compatible with
Windows 8, you can download and run the Windows 8 Upgrade Assistant. The upgrade assistant will go ahead and scan your hardware, programs, and even any connected devices to make sure they will work with Windows 8. Windows 8 requires certain CPU features like PAE, NX, SSE2, etc, so it’s a good idea to use this tool if your computer is a bit
on the older side. The tool will also give you a compatibility report for your programs and let you know whether you need to uninstall the program or update the program before upgrading. Once you download it, install it and run it, the program will automatically start scanning your computer for apps and devices. It will then tell you which apps are
compatible and which apps you need to review. There are some new features in Windows 8 like secure boot, snap, and fast startup. Upgrade assistant will notify you if any of those items are not supported by your system: If you didn’t already know, Windows 8 does not include built-in software to play DVDs. If you want that feature, you’ll have to buy
the Pro pack and get Windows Media Center. Note that if you already have Windows 8 Pro, you can get Windows Media Center Pack for free until January 31st, 2013, so get it fast! Also, Microsoft Security Essentials is being replaced by Windows Defender in Windows 8. It’s basically the same thing, but for whatever reason they are including Windows
Defender built into Windows 8. So if you have Security Essentials installed on Windows 7, you'll have to remove it before upgrading. You also get a list of compatible software and hardware that will work with Windows 8: When you click Next, you’ll be asked what you would like to keep. This will determine which version of Windows 8 will work best
for you. Note that depending on what version of Windows you have, you can only upgrade to certain editions of Windows 8. For example, if you have Windows 7 Ultimate, you can only upgrade to Windows 8 Pro. If you have Windows 7 Pro, you can upgrade to Windows 8 Pro or Enterprise. If you have Windows 7 Enterprise, you can only upgrade to
Windows 8 Enterprise. Check out the Wikipedia article for more details. In my case, since I have Windows 7 Ultimate, any option I selected gave me the same result: Windows 8 Pro for $39.99. That’s about all there is to the Windows 8 Upgrade Assistant. It’s mostly useful for figuring out which hardware and software will not work on Windows 8. It’s
also useful if you have an older PC and you’re not sure if your CPU is going to be supported by Windows 8. Enjoy! Best overallBest budgetBest for schoolsBest 2-in-1Best for creativityThe Surface Laptop was built from the ground up with Windows 10 S in mind. It's Microsoft-made, meaning you can guarantee it'll remain supported with driver and
firmware updates. It's also the most powerful offering on our list, sporting CPUs ranging from Intel Core m3 all the way up to Intel Core i7, with either 4GB, 8GB or 16GB RAM offerings. You can even get one with 1TB internal storage.What's more, thanks to the Alcantara fabric on the excellent keyboard, typing on this device feels amazing. It's
superb for writing long essays in Microsoft Office, or browsing the web in Edge on a day-to-day basis. In addition, it has great battery life, lasting all day on a single charge before needing to hook up to a power outlet. This is in-part thanks to Windows 10 S.For $699, you get a high-quality screen, keyboard and trackpad. If you were to buy a similarly
priced Surface Pro, the keyboard and trackpad come separately, adding an addition $100 to your spend. So buying the Surface Laptop will also net you a few saved pennies.ConclusionlIf you're in the market for a new Windows 10 S device but aren't sure what you want, consider the recommendations listed here. Overall, we think the Surface Laptop is
the best Windows 10 S PC you can buy right now. i Justin Sullivan/Getty Images News/Getty Images All Android smartphones have a built-in camera, so they can take pictures and store them on the SD card. You can transfer a picture from your Android device to your Windows 8 computer using the USB cable. You could also email the picture, but you
need Internet access on both the phone and the computer, as well as an email account set up on the phone, to succeed. You don't need to install additional software on your computer to connect to the Android phone. Windows 8 is able to install the drivers for your device as soon as you connect it to the computer. Connect the Android phone to your
computer by using the USB cable that came with the phone. Tap "USB Storage" on the phone and then tap "OK" to confirm. Windows 8 detects the phone in a matter of seconds and installs the correct drivers in less than one minute. It then assigns a new drive to your phone. Click "Open folder to view files" when the AutoPlay window appears. If the
window does not appear, press "Windows-X," choose "File Explorer" from the Power User menu and then select the new drive in File Explorer to view the contents of the phone. Double-click the "DCIM" folder and then double-click the "Camera" folder to view all pictures on the Android phone. Select the picture you want to transfer to the computer
and press "Ctrl-C" to copy the picture to the clipboard. To view picture thumbnails, right-click on an empty spot in the folder, choose "View" and click "Tiles." Navigate to the folder in which you want to store the image and press "Ctrl-V" to paste the image from the clipboard into the folder. Right-click the "Safely Remove Hardware and Eject Media"
icon in the system tray and choose "Eject Phone Name" from the menu to disconnect from the phone. One of the bigger announcements at Microsoft’s Build conference on Tuesday was a plan to make Windows free on smartphones, handheld tablets, and small Internet-connected gadgets. This is a major change in business model for Microsoft, which
makes nearly a quarter of its revenue from licensing Windows to PC makers and consumers. Microsoft is effectively giving up that revenue on Windows Phone, and on Windows tablets with screens smaller than 9 inches. The newly revealed “Windows for the Internet of Things,” a version of Windows built for connected devices, such as wearables,
speaker systems and even refrigerators, will also be free. No free Windows for you! One reason Microsoft isn’t extending the deal to larger PCs—despite previous suggestions to the contrary—is obvious: The existing Windows licensing business is a cash cow. For all the doom and gloom about the traditional PC, vendors still shipped 315 million laptop
and desktop computers last year according to IDC, mostly running Windows. There’s no reason whatsoever for Microsoft to crater that business. (Though giving users free updates in perpetuity would be a nice touch.) Sure, Windows PCs have all the same services baked in as Windows tablets, but don’t play: You spend all your time in the desktop
anyway. Besides, those traditional laptop and desktop users may be less inclined to buy apps from the Windows Store and use new Microsoft services such as Xbox Music, Xbox Video and Bing Smart Search. It’s safe to assume many of those users are set on typical desktop applications instead, so there’s less potential for Microsoft to make money
after selling the copy of Windows, much less giving it away. Different usage, different price Smartphones and small tablets, however, are geared toward using apps, listening to music and watching video. With these devices, Microsoft has a much better chance of building an ecosystem, and in turn make money by selling apps, service subscriptions
and content, hopefully making up for the lost Windows license sale. With a free Windows license, phone and tablet makers can also lower the prices of their hardware to better compete with Android devices that are dominating in market share. Microsoft’s license needs to be free for Windows tablets to compete with Android tablets in price-
conscious markets. Manufacturers simply have to charge users more if they’re paying for a Windows license. When you consider that Microsoft already receives licensing fees for every Android device shipped by most manufacturers, a truly free Windows license may end up being cheaper than a “free” Android license. Lower prices are less of a
necessity in the U.S. smartphone market, where carrier subsidies keep prices down already, but it could be a boon for overseas adoption. It may even pay off in the United States down the line, with Verizon, AT&T and T-Mobile now offering subsidy-free options. And for tablets, it’'s a huge deal. Android tablets often sell for $200 or less, but Windows
tablets are all priced at $250 and up, and that’s partly because of licensing costs. (Windows 8’s inability to run on less than 2 GB of RAM and 32 GB of storage is also a major factor, but those requirements will be halved in the spring update for Windows 8.1.) A free version may not be as necessary for larger tablets, because customers seem
comfortable paying higher prices for these more laptop-like devices—and in any case, Microsoft has to draw the line somewhere. Given that Microsoft isn’t touching its traditional laptop and desktop licensing business, the free version of Windows hardly qualifies as a gambit. But it is a big bet that Microsoft’s huge desktop and laptop licensing
business will stabilize, freeing up the company to take more drastic measures in areas where it has struggled.
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